
(8-28-2002) Alleged victim testifies in trial of former

Columbia deacon

(Columbia) August 28, 2002 - The trial continues Wednesday at the Richland County Judicial Center for John
Hubner, a man prosecutors say in 1998 repeatedly molested a 12-year-old girl who looked up to him as a
deacon at First Baptist Church.

Hubner faces six criminal counts in the case. The suit also alleges church leaders did nothing about complaints
of Hubner inappropriately touching young girls from the church in 1996 and '97 and the church failed to check
Hubner's past.

In testimony Wednesday the now-18-year-old woman says she was just 12 when Hubner began coming on to
her. She says she became scared of Hubner after he told her he loved her, hugged her, kissed her and
touched her in increasingly intimate ways.

Hubner was a deacon at Columbia's First Baptist Church where the girl was heavily involved in the church's
extensive program of youth activities. She says many of the incidents occurred on church property.

The woman says she did not tell anyone including her parents about the encounters, "I was ashamed," she
told the jury. "Scared to death. Scared of him, John. Scared of what would happen. Scared of what my parents
would say."

The victim says she became uncomfortable around Hubner and tried to avoid him, but still liked him "because
he was nice to me."

But, she says after more incidents, she grew to fear Hubner would kill her if she told, "He said our relationship
was secret and it was God's, and that God punishes people when they don't obey him, and he was a deacon in
our church. ... I was 13."

Eventually, the girl says, she began trying to resist, "I felt like I had made it very very clear not to touch me."
After she told a youth pastor, she says she wrote a letter outlining her feelings and describing Hubner as a
man who "gave me the creeps."

"He made me want to crawl in a hole," she wrote. "I am terrified of this man," and said she was afraid to go to
church.

Hubner could face 90 years in prison if convicted of six counts of lewd acts on a minor. He has been free on
$200,000 bail since his arrest last year.
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