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Florida deacon sexually assaulted young
girl by luring her into his tree house: police 
Thomas Warren Halsey, 65, of Leesburg is charged with two counts of sexual battery.
Police said he inappropriately touched the girl and exposed himself inside the tree house
in his backyard.
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A bitter breakup ended in a
bloodbath Wednesday,
when an Army National
Guard member allegedly
killed his wife before
turning the gun on himself while their three young
children were inside the family's Bristol, Conn., home,
authorities said.
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A Florida minister used a tree

house at his home to sexually

abuse a young girl, police said.

Deacon Thomas Warren Halsey,

65, was arrested for allegedly

sexually battering a girl under

the age of 10 on his Leesburg

property, reports the Orlando

Sentinel.

The deacon turned himself in to

police on Friday. He is being

held at Lake County jail on no

bail and is charged with two

counts of sexual battery on a child under the age of 12, according to the jail.

The victim told police the deacon told her to touch him inappropriately in the

tree house and also in his bed. He also exposed himself to the girl in the tree

house, the newspaper reports.

She told police the incident was "creepy" and declined to

discuss it in more detail, the newspaper reported.

The suspect told police the girl touched him

inappropriately and said she would run away if he did not

take his clothes off. He claimed to inform the girl's mother what happened, but

she denied that he did.

Investigators told TV station WKMG that Halsey used the tree house as a "lure"

for his victim, whom he assaulted for about two years.

"It's kind of reminiscent of the plain white van with the puppy inside," Sgt. James

Vachon told the station.

6-year-old Boy's Killer Still on the
Loose

Deacon Thomas W. Halsey was arrested on two counts of
sexual battery after he allegedly exposed himself an
inappropriately touched a young girl.
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I'M REALLY SORRY!
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The stabbing victim's
condition was upgraded
from critical to fair
Wednesday. The middle
schooler was allegedly attacked Saturday by two
classmates who said they wanted to kill her to please
Slenderman, a demon they read about online.
Slenderman's creator expressed his condolences to
the victim and her family.A Georgia woman was
charged with child
endangerment after she
was discovered driving
drunk with seven children
in her car, who were not wearing seat belts and were
covered in "loose raw marijuana," cops said.

Two Orange County high
schoolers were arrested
on assault and battery
charges after they beat up
a 16-year-old classmate.
The vicious attack was caught on camera and left the
victim unconscious and suffering from a broken nose
and a concussion.

Melissa McCarthy dresses
to kill on red carpets
despite designers
declining to make dresses
in her size.

The phone rang just as he
was in the middle of an
important scene during the
legal drama one-man
show at the Old Vic Theater in London.

The family of iconic DJ
Casey Kasem gathered
Thursday at a West Coast
hospital after his failing health took a turn for the
worse, according to local television stations.

Whoa! Khloé Kardashian is
the living end — and may
have deposed Kim as the
sister with the greatest,
um, assets.

Some confessed, others
denied - vehemently. See
which stars have
(allegedly) upgraded their
physical assets, and which
say they haven't.

Katy Perry is living a global
dream. The 29-year-old
pop star is featured as
Cosmopolitan's cover girl
for 62 editions all over the
world for the month of July.

Jonah Hill just raised the
bar on celebrity apologies.

It wouldn't be the "Real Housewives of New York"
without including some family drama.

Halsey is now being removed as a deacon with the First Baptist Church of

Leesburg, the newspaper reported.

"We're surprised, but again he's being accused," Art Ayris, the church's

executive pastor told the Sentinel. "We're going to let the legal system work it

out. We're going to support his wife and help her out."

jlandau@nydailynews.com Follow on Twitter @joelzlandau
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65 year old with a tree house? What a giant perv. Off with his head and loins.

JESSICA K
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I wonder if the clergy perp rate is higher than the general population. This guy should be c@astr@ted,

and then thrown in prison. Seriously, why don't we cut child sex offenders?
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fear not, the people who least like this, will fix this. (black inmates) unless his all white jury gives him the

DuPont treatment...
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Leesburg is in the middle of hilbilly florida

CHRISTOPHER DARCY
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There is a special place in He77 for this kind of creep there is no earthly;y punishment that compares to

what is in store for him. 

NYCERIEMAN1
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All members of the clergy that have contact with children should have clearances form the state just as

are required for teachers. It is no guarantee but it will help.
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so the wife didnt think anything of the tree house?
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Wow 

How fast was this creep to blame the girl ?

65 with a tree house ?

The girl should receive the property

The wife receives no sympathy from me again unless its for their grandkids why do they have a tree house ?
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Horrible.  Cut his junk off and send him to jail.
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The old "Come up and see what's in my treehouse" trick, huh ?  I think Secret Agent #86 Maxwell Smart

fell for that one too.
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