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Local Tv Pastor Faces Sexual Abuse Charges
3 Teen Girls Involved In Aurora Minister's Case

March 24, 2000 | By Jeff Coen, Tribune Staff Writer.

On the front porch of her Aurora home on Thursday, Arvis Goodman was standing her ground.

"I know my husband, and this is a lie," Goodman said, defending the man accused of molesting three

teenage girls. "He's a good man who loves children. He's a pastor."

Rev. Paul Goodman, 54, has been indicted by a Kane County grand jury on 10 counts of aggravated

criminal sexual abuse. The Aurora television minister, who runs weekly church services at Provena Mercy

Center, is accused of having sexual contact with the three teens, according to the indictment handed

down Tuesday.

His family is calling the allegations a gross misunderstanding.

Arvis Goodman said the situation began last fall when her husband wrote a letter to one of the teens,

who are ages 13, 16 and 17. She called the note a "written lecture" on dating, with references to caressing.

The minister's family contends that the note fell into the hands of one of the girls' aunts, who went to

the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services worried that the letter might be a sign of an

abusive relationship.

John Barsanti, Kane County first assistant state's attorney, on Thursday confirmed that the case began

as a DCFS matter. The agency turned its concerns over to the Kane County Child Advocacy Center, which

pursued the case from there, authorities said.
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Barsanti said charges were leveled against Goodman after a Kane County grand jury gathered testimony

from witnesses.

Goodman was taken into custody without incident Wednesday in West Chicago.

He was being held Thursday in Kane County Jail on $100,000 bond. He is to appear in court for an

arraignment Wednesday.

Arvis Goodman said the teens have realized a mistake has been made and have gone to authorities in an

attempt to have the charges dropped.

"All of the sudden this is molesting," Goodman said. "(The authorities) have turned this into an ugly

thing. So far they're just using this how they want to."

The Kane County state's attorney's office declined to comment on Goodman's statements, citing a

pending criminal investigation. Aurora police said they have had no criminal contacts with Paul

Goodman.

Goodman's attorney, David Camic, said word that the girls allegedly have taken back their incriminating

statements is troubling.

"Obviously that's a concern to us," Camic said. "It's our understanding there's been a recantation. And

I'm surprised that, given the recantation, the bond is so high."

Arvis Goodman said she and her husband have been members of Faith Deliverance Church in Aurora.

The couple run the Sinners Repentant Church of Jesus Christ at Provena Mercy Center, a group that

Goodman said ministers to people with alcohol and drug problems. Hospital officials confirmed that

Sinners Repentant Church operates weekly in a conference room at the Aurora facility.

The Goodmans also are known in Aurora for their cable-access television program, "God's Information

Station." A manager at Aurora's municipal Channel 6 confirmed that the Goodmans are on twice a week

in the city.
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